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a system of sacred prostitution very similar to that which
we have already considered. The subject was mentioned by
Burton1 and has since been fully discussed by Ellis,2 and as
Frazer has quoted so largely from him,3 it will not be necessary
to give any detailed description here.

Two quotations will be sufficient:

" Young people of either sex, dedicated or affiliated to a
god, are termed kosio, from kono, c unfruitful,' because a child
dedicated to a god passes into his service and is practically
lost to his parents, and si, ' to run away/ As the females
become the ' wives 3 of the god to whom they are dedicated,
the termination si in vddu-si has been translated 6 wife' by
some Europeans ; but it is never used in the general accepta-
tion of that term, being entirely restricted to persons conse-
crated to the gods. The chief business of the female kosi is
prostitution, and in every town there is at least one institu-
tion in which the best-looking girls, between ten and twelve
years of age, are received. Here they remain for three years,
learning the chants and dances peculiar to the worship of the
gods, and prostituting themselves to the priests and inmates
of the male seminaries; and at the termination of their
novitiate they become public prostitutes. This condition,
however, is not regarded as one for reproach; they are
considered to be married to the god, and their excesses
are supposed to be caused and directed by him. Properly
speaking, their libertinage should be confined to the male
worshippers at the temple of the god, but practically it is
indiscriminate. Children who are born from such unions
belong to the god.5'

Just as in India, these women are not allowed to
marry a mortal husband. On page 148 of the same work
Ellis says :

" The female kosio of Danh-gbi, or Danh-sio, that is, the
wives, priestesses, and temple prostitutes of Danh-gbi, the
python-god, have their own organisation. Generally they
live together in a group of houses or huts inclosed by a
fence, and in these inclosures the novices undergo their three
years of initiation. Most new members are obtained by the

1  A Mission to Gelele, vol. ii, p. 155.

2  A. B. Ellis, The Ewe-speaking Peoples oftJie Slave Coast of West Africa,
London, 1890, p. HO et seq,; and The Tshi-speaking Peoples of the Gold Coast
of West Africa, London, 1887, pp. 120-138.

3  Golden Bough, Attis, Adonis and Osiris, vol. i, pp. 65-70.